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HISTORY OF COLOR 


Scientists believe the earth has been in existence more than 500,000,000 
years. Nature spent about the first 250,000 years of this time in mixing and 
molding the earths ingredients. However, this evolution could not have been 
accomplished without sunshine, because light and color are one. Color has its 
origin in light. 

Ages before written history the cave dwellers yielded to man's urge for 
creative expression and painted pictures of animals which they hunted. These 
pictures were often carved in the rock of the cave walls and filled with red, 
yellow and black pigments. Paint tubes were made of hollow reindeer horns or 
bones, while brushes were made of twigs that had been pounded at the end by 
stones. 

From the stone ages until the time of the Egyptian Pyramids (43000 BC) 
only about 4 or 5 colors were in use, red, green, blue, yellow and black. 

The ancient Greeks painted the walls of their palaces with scenes of 
their own period. They used beside the 4 or 5 colors silver and gold. 

The early Christians employed color in religious symbols and pictured 
saints and martyrs on the walls of their catacombs. Later when they were 
allowed to worship openly they became prolific painters contributing a 
great number of the worlds masterpieces. 

As the years of the middle ages passed, learning and culture revived, 
history recorded the Golden Age of the great masters the 15th and 16th 
centuries: such names as Michelangelo, Botticelle, Correggio, Raphael, Holbein, 
Titian and Leonardo da Vinci. These men gave intense study to art and the ap- 


plication of color. This era is known as the Renaissance, which means a new 
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History of Color (Cont'd) 


birth. It was a rebirth of culture after the dark or middle ages. 
Although man has used color in one form or another since ancient times, 
he knew no scientific explanation for it until Sir Isaac Newton discovered 


that color evolves from light. (1670) 
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